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WE WOULD LOVE TO SHOW 
YOU OUR SCHOOLS! 
If you would like to schedule a tour, 

please don’t hesitate to call: 

WPS Magnet Office
 316.973.4464 

or email magnet@usd259.net



Despite the ongoing challenges presented by 
COVID-19, you’re relocating to a resilient city. 
We work hard, play hard and strive to create a 

city where people live well. Keys to living well: strong 
neighborhoods, responsive public leadership, the 
ability to earn a good income and enjoying our city’s 
family-friendliness.

Families provide the heartbeat of our city. To serve 
families well, one of the most important promises we 
can make is the promise of a great education, which 
Wichita Public Schools delivers upon. 

Our school district provides the educational 
experiences that embrace students and their families 
to help create a system of support that strengthens 
any academic journey. Further, we recognize the 
significance of community engagement to extend 
learning beyond the classroom as we encourage 
students and families to celebrate the power of being 
lifelong learners.

The benefit of education extends to our economic 
interests, as well. For Wichita to position itself as 
a regional driver of economic development and 
opportunity, it is vital to have a trained and dedicated 
workforce to bring economic well-being to our city 
and its residents. 

Wichita offers many quality of life options such as 
taking a stroll along our river’s edge, shopping at 
our numerous retail centers, or even enjoying a nice 
carryout meal from our local restaurants; but one of 
the greatest assets our city offers is the dedication of 
our local educators to your child’s academic pursuits. 

As Mayor, I am proud to say that my son attends 
one of the District’s outstanding Magnet Schools 
and it has been a phenomenal experience for our 
family. We invite you to experience Wichita Public 
Schools where we all benefit from the District’s work 
of helping students to dream, believe and achieve.

As the Mayor of Wichita, Kansas, 
it brings me great joy to 
welcome you to our incredible city.

Brandon Whipple
Mayor, City of Wichita
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To our newest Wichita residents:

On behalf of the state’s largest public school district, I welcome you to Wichita! We are excited you’ve 
chosen to join us in this wonderful city I’ve called home for most of my life. 

We know you have many choices in our area of who to entrust with your student’s education, and we are 
confident that you will find an option in Wichita Public Schools that will best fit your family’s learning needs. 
Our staff educates and supports close to 50,000 students in Wichita every year in more than 90 buildings 
across the city. We also partner with hundreds of businesses, nonprofit organizations and faith-based 
institutions to provide educational and recreational activities to our students that enhance that education. 

Moving during a school year is never an easy decision. Our team is here to support your transition, and our 
newest tool to do that is Destination Advantage: WPS. Some of our most recognized schools are part of our 
Magnet program, which provides families with choices of which school to send their students to, regardless 
of address in the District. Although you are joining us at a time outside our normal application timeline, we 
want to offer you the opportunity to explore those Magnet choices, as well. 

In this publication, you will find information about seven of our Magnet Schools that are ready to welcome 
families like yours at any time during the school year. The Magnet office will be glad to assist you with the 
process of applying to one of those Destination Advantage enrollment spots if one of those schools will be 
the best fit for your family.

I have spent time in this district as a student, a teacher and now as the Superintendent. At every level, I have 
encountered outstanding educators, colleagues and administrators who have the best interest of every 
student in mind every day. I now invite you to join us as part of the #WPSProud family!

Sincerely,

Dr. Alicia Thompson
Superintendent, Wichita Public Schools

Alicia Thompson



Bostic students have a history of positive academic performance with high 
levels of staff accountability. The partnership between parents and staff has 
definitely made excellence in academics a reality at Bostic.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BOSTIC TRADITIONAL MAGNET



Points of Pride
• Citizenship, patriotism, and heritage 

are stressed.

• Parents are expected to support 
their child in a partnership with the 
school. They are asked to sign a 
contract detailing this support.

•  Discipline is stressed; self-
discipline is preferred. Good 
conduct is expected.

• Academic expectations and grading 
standards are high.

8103 E Gilbert St. 
Wichita, KS 67207
(316) 973-1800
www.usd259.org/bostic

LEARN 
MORE: 

A traditional magnet program will:
• Emphasize rigorous academic 

and behavior expectations
• Foster ethical, responsible, and 

caring students
• Build strong family/school 

partnerships



Given Earhart’s unique location in north Wichita and large amount of wooded 
property, students have the opportunity to interact with the environment on a 
regular basis. Whether it’s through one of the school’s campouts, integration 
into a regular lesson, team exploration, or hands-on experiences in their 
science class, students at Earhart are continuously exposed to nature.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
EARHART ENVIRONMENTAL MAGNET



Points of Pride
• Comprehensive environmental 

curriculum covering six ecosystems

• Over 13 acres of land for learning 
featuring a large pond, wooded 
nature trail, native prairie and 
butterfly garden

• Outdoor educational activities 
and overnight trips to parks and 
campsites

• “No Child Left Indoors!”

4401 N. Arkansas
Wichita, KS 67204
(316) 973-3250
www.usd259.org/earhart

LEARN 
MORE: 

Earhart students study the environment 
in greater detail than students at most 
other schools.  The school has an 
Environmental Education Teacher on 
staff who works with students in a lab 
setting and supports the teachers in 
teaching environmental studies in the 
classroom. 

Environmental Education at Earhart 
also makes extensive use of the Earhart 
grounds, which gives students an 
opportunity to use the outdoors as a 
classroom.

Earhart is proud of its acreage available 
for environmental study.  The grounds 
feature some of the following highlights:

• A large pond
• A wooded area with a nature trail
• Native Prairie
• A butterfly garden which is an 

identified Monarch Waystation
• Adjacent to Hellars Grove, a natural 

prairie, with access to the Arkansas 
River 

• O.W.L.S. (Outdoor Wildlife Learning 
Site) grant recipient

• W.H.I.P. (Wildlife Habitat Incentives 
Program) grant recipient

 



Through Hyde’s Leader in Me curriculum, students focus on the seven habits: 
being proactive; beginning with the end in mind; putting first things first; thinking 
win-win; seeking first to understand, then to be understood; synergizing; and 
sharpening the saw. Students are exposed to other cultures and ways of life through 
the use of focused instruction and collaborative projects that are specifically related 
to geographic locations in society and around the world.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
HYDE LEADERSHIP AND INTERNATIONAL 
EXPLORATIONS MAGNET



Hyde strives to create well-rounded 
leaders who have a
knowledgeable background of the 
world. As a “Leader in Me”
school, Hyde focuses on teaching 
students the seven habits of
great leaders. The building focuses on 
creating a rigorous academic setting 
where students learn through the
incorporation of the leadership and 
international studies theme.

Points of Pride
• “Leader in Me” focus
• Know Your World, which teaches an 

international focus to each grade 
level weekly

• Student-led International and 
Leadership Theme Days

210 N. Oliver Ave. 
Wichita, KS 67208
(316) 973-0650
www.usd259.org/hyde

LEARN 
MORE: 



At Isely Traditional Magnet, the vision is to educate children. This is 
accomplished through the combined efforts of staff, students, families, and 
community. All children will learn and must be provided positive opportunities 
to make good choices about schooling, the workplace, and citizenship roles. 
Instruction is provided using USD 259 standards, a core curriculum, and high 
expectations infused with care and respect.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ISELY TRADITIONAL MAGNET



Isely Traditional Magnet staff and 
students are united in purpose as the 
school community pursues an education 
that provides building blocks for college 
and career readiness. Isely teachers are 
skilled at delivering rigorous instruction 
while accommodating individual student 
needs at all levels. 

Isely focuses on both
academic and social-emotional skills 
and emphasizes integrity and kindness 
in every aspect of learning
endeavors. Together, Isely prepares its 
All Stars for a bright future.

Points of Pride
• Dynamic School Partnerships:      

Bel Aire Lions Club, WSU,            
Arts Partners

• Technology Integration: 
ChromeBooks, Document Cameras, 
Google Classroom, Tech class

• SHINE guidelines for Success: 
Rigorous behavior and academic 
expectations

5256 N. Woodlawn Blvd. 
Bel Aire, KS 67226
(316) 973-8200
www.usd259.org/isely

LEARN 
MORE: 

A traditional magnet program will:
• Emphasize rigorous academic 

and behavior expectations
• Foster ethical, responsible, and 

caring students
• Build strong family/school 

partnerships



Allison Traditional Magnet Middle School provides a traditional educational 
experience utilizing a back-to-basics approach. The focus at Allison is on mastery 
of academic skills and concepts where learning takes place in a safe, structured 
and disciplined environment. Allison has a rich tradition of academic excellence as 
well as students excelling in fine arts and athletics. The school’s partnership with 
parents and families is critical to the success of its students.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ALLISON TRADITIONAL MAGNET



Points of Pride
• Allison is the only traditional magnet 

middle school
• Strict Discipline
• Rigor and high expectations 

emphasized
• Highly-structured environment
• Standard of Academic Excellence
• Multi-year School of Distinction

221 S. Seneca St.
Wichita, KS 67213
(316) 973-4800
www.usd259.org/allison

LEARN 
MORE: 



Mayberry Cultural and Fine Arts Middle Magnet School features a 
strong, structured academic program with excellent opportunities 
to explore cultures and the arts. Teachers integrate this theme 
throughout their instruction, making connections between subject-
area content and the arts.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MAYBERRY CULTURAL AND FINE ARTS 
MAGNET



Mayberry provides outstanding performing 
arts programs, which are offered to all
students. Mayberry’s music program 
features excellent instrumental and 
vocal music classes. The school’s drama 
program combines in-class performance 
opportunities with an after-school drama 
troupe that is also open to all students.

Computer studies classes provide a strong 
foundation for all students, and technology 
is integrated throughout the school
program. Mayberry’s exploratory offerings 
are rounded out with great classes in the 
visual arts, physical education, humanities, 
and two foreign languages.

Points of Pride
• Dynamite Art Program &         

Drama Classes

• Offers two foreign languages 
(Spanish and French)

• Award-Winning Music Programs

207 S. Sheridan St.
Wichita, KS 67213
(316) 973-5800
www.usd259.org/mayberry

LEARN 
MORE: 



HIGH SCHOOL 
NORTHEAST MAGNET

Northeast Magnet High School (NEM) is the only magnet high school in south-
central Kansas. The school has three magnet areas: Visual Arts, Law & Public 
Service and Science.



5550 N. Lycee St.
Bel Aire, KS 67226
(316) 973-2300
www.usd259.org/northeast

Points of Pride
• US News and World Report - 7th 

Best High School in Kansas

• Smaller, intimate population relative 
to other high schools

• Only Magnet High School in 
south-central Kansas

The Visual Arts program focuses 
on exploring different mediums 
and techniques such as: painting, 
ceramics, sculpture, photography, 
and videography. This program is for  
students considering a career in the 
arts or students who may simply find 
an extended art program personally 
fulfilling.

The Law and Public Service program 
is designed for students interested in 
law and investigative careers. Students 
are introduced to legal and judicial 
issues, crime and fire investigations, 
forensic science, and issues related to 
local state, and national government. 

LEARN 
MORE: 

The Science Magnet program is 
for students interested in careers in 
medicine, engineering, or other science-
related degree programs at four-year 
colleges and universities. Students 
have an opportunity to earn over eleven 
credits in math and science as well 
as complete credit at Wichita State 
University and other local colleges and 
universities.



MAGNET PROGRAMS 
Magnet Schools are free public elementary and secondary schools of choice that 
are operated within the Wichita Public Schools.  Magnet Schools are based on the 
premise that all students do not learn in the same ways, so if there is a unifying 
theme or a different organizational structure for students of similar interest, those 
students will learn more in all areas.

Magnet Schools are aligned under five different themes or clusters. These are: 
• Communication
• Leadership
• Performing and Fine Arts
• Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
• Traditional

Magnet Schools are typically more “hands on – minds on” and use an approach to 
learning that is inquiry or performance/project based. They use state, district, and 
Common Core standards in all subject areas, however, they are taught within the 
overall theme of the Magnet School.

DISCOVER MORE:
www.usd259.org/Page/412

Alvin E. Morris Admin. Center
903 S. Edgemoor St., Room 201
Wichita, KS 67218

Phone: (316) 973-4464
Fax: (316) 973-4725
Email: Magnet@usd259.net

ABOUT OUR



Q: WHAT IS A MAGNET SCHOOL?
A. Magnet Schools offer a curriculum designed around a specific theme. From 
this theme being “screamed” in the halls to being woven into all subjects, students 
are exposed to these unique concepts throughout all aspects of their academic 
experiences.

Q: WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?
A. All students, grades Kindergarten-12, are eligible to apply for Magnet Schools. 
Students must be five (5) years old on or before August 31st of any given year to 
apply for a Kindergarten magnet program. Children attending a pre-K program at a 
Magnet School are required to submit a magnet application and be lottery-selected 
in order to continue at the Magnet School where they are attending Pre-K.

Q: ARE OUT-OF-DISTRICT (NON-RESIDENT) STUDENTS ALLOWED 
TO ATTEND MAGNET SCHOOLS? 

A. Out-of-district students are allowed to apply for Magnet School programs (BOE 
Policy - P5506) but will not be offered a placement until all of the Wichita-based 
students who have applied for that particular Magnet School have been accepted 
and there is no longer a pool of applicants. Out-of-district students accepted to a 
Magnet School will be required to provide their own transportation. Out-of-district 
students must be accepted and attending a Magnet School prior to September 20th.

Note: Out-of-district (non-resident) elementary siblings applying for the Magnet 
School their sibling currently attends are eligible for sibling priority placement. Out-
of-district students who have a parent or legal guardian on staff at a Magnet School 
are eligible for priority placement if space is available.

Q: IS TESTING CONDUCTED FOR ADMISSION TO A MAGNET 
SCHOOL?

A. No. There is no testing done to get into a Magnet School. The only method for 
admission into a Magnet School is by magnet application and a random selection 
process conducted by the Magnet Office.

FAQ’S



DESTINATION
ADVANTAGE: WPS



Thanks for taking 
the journey with us.



New families are 
encouraged to complete
this form: http://bit.ly/wpsadvantage
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